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It must be the busiest show home in 
New Plymouth.

Ever since the packed opening 
before Christmas, people have been 
visiting it daily, as not only is the 
house itself attracting interest, but 
also the furnishings and accessories.

Because the house at 77 Dillon 
Drive is also a designer furniture and 
homewares store.

In an innovative, yet logical business 
move, GJ Gardner have collaborated 
with new concept store, White Sugaa 
& Co, to furnish their new show home.

Visitors to the show home can 
purchase any of the furniture or 
homeware on display, and White 
Sugaa owner, Trudi Povey is always on 
hand to provide assistance.

As furniture is bought and 
replaced, the look of the show home 
continuously changes and evolves.

“Visitors to the show home can also 
see how different rooms can be 
used in various ways, as Trudi will 
introduce new concepts to each room,” 
says Cheryl.

The house was destined to be a 
deviation from the GJ Gardner mold, 
ever since Cheryl gave free rein to her 
design team.

“We settled on the floorplan from 
our Riviera style, and made a few 
modifications to suit the site,”  
explains Cheryl. 

With the floorplan and budget 
decided, the team went to work. 

Gone are some of the more 
traditional features of previous GJ 
Gardner show homes. 

The house at 77 Dillon Drive is a 
contemporary blend of linear looks in 
monochromatic tones.

Lightweight aerated concrete panels  

have been plastered, then painted 
white, and contrasted with panels 
of black aluminium Dualbord, for 
the exterior cladding. The negative 
detailing of the Dualbord means it 
can be used to create horizontal lines, 
or vertical. It is a brand new product, 
brought out in response to the leaky 
homes scandal, says Cheryl.

The aluminium joinery is also 
black, and is capped black long run 
coloursteel roofing

Capped with grey long-run 
Colorsteel roofing, there is no colour 
to distract the eye from the sleek lines, 
and the surrounding landscaping  is 
accentuated against the black and 
white tones.

You get a lot of space from the 264 
sq.m. floorplan, with the living area 
at one end of the house, and the 
bedrooms at the other.

Show and Tell

 “The roof over Taranaki’s head since ‘83”

LET US TAKE THE WORRY OUT OF ROOFING:

Taranaki Steelformers:
Mountain Rd, Strat ford
P. 06 765 5191

New Plymouth Branch:
23 Katere Road, NP
P. 06 758 3831

° Roofi ng Materials and Supplies

° We Cover It All - Big or Small

° New Roofing and Re-Roofing

° Commercial / Rural

° Continuous Spouting and Fascia

www.centralroofing.co.nz
P. 06 759 6909 or 0800 276 6348

STEELFORMERS APPROVED ROOFING INSTALLER:

www.steelformers.co.nz
FREE QUOTE
CALL US TODAY FOR A

Proud to be 
GJ Gardners preferred 
quality roofing supplier 

for over 5 years. 

A tried and true floorplan is the basis for GJ Gardner’s new Bell Block show home. The 
design team at the New Plymouth franchise has then been let loose to create a home that 
offers a distinctive designer look. Cheryl Hawke reveals the thinking and innovation 
that has gone into the company’s latest venture.  Words Irena Brooks  Photos Roger Richardson
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There are three generous living spaces 
in total, so there’s space for every 
occasion and every weather variance.

“It’s really good value,” says Cheryl. 
“You get a lot of bang for your buck.”

Without a doubt, the most 
universally loved area of the home is 
the alfresco entertaining area.

With an expansive view to the 
nearby sea, this covered area is 
practical and inviting, especially during 
the long spell of hot weather we had  
in January.

A built-in barbecue, rows of potted 
herbs hanging from the wall, a long 
dining table and stuffed outdoor 
couches, all combine to create the 
perfect spot for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, or just a coffee or wine while 
luxuriating in a gentle sea breeze.

A raked ceiling aids the feeling 
of expansiveness, and the exterior 
cladding Dualbord has been used 
horizontally on an extending wall 
sheltering the area from prevailing 
westerlies.

When the weather starts to get 
cooler, it’s no problem as the area has 
been fitted with two very effective 
heating units.

Cheryl reveals they have already had 
one customer ask them to replicate the 
entire look in their new home.

Belinda Foreman took care of the 
house’s interior design, right from the 
initial planning phase of the house.

She selected the roof, cladding, 
joinery, carpets, tiles, wall colours and 
coverings, just like any GJ Gardner 
client would. In fact, GJ Gardner 
customers of their Express and Classic 
ranges of homes, get three hours with 
Belinda to help them select the looks 
they want in their new house.

“We have samples of everything 
on site,” says Belinda, “which makes 
it really easy to see what will work 
together and what won’t. I enjoy 
personalising a home’s look to suit 

the new owners, and prefer a timeless, 
classic look, that will last people a  
long time.”

The colours in the show home have 
been deliberately kept very neutral 
to accommodate the ever-changing 
furnishings on display from White 
Sugaa. Belinda designed the nursery 
and the office with versatility in mind 
too, as the feature wallpaper in the 
office, could just as easily make a 
funky nursery, child’s or teen’s room, 
while the linen-look of the nursery 
would also suit an office, or maybe a 
guest room.

“It’s good to allow for that sort of 
crossover when you do the interior 
design of a house,” says Belinda.

The palm tree wallpaper in the 
entranceway immediately evokes 
a stylish beachy feel to the house, 
emphasised by the view to the sea 
from the living area.

The feature wall where the fireplace 
sits, has an almost copper feel to it, 
and works extremely well with the 
live flames of the gas fire. The feature 
wall is flanked by floor-to-ceiling 
windows, providing more drama, whilst 
accommodating light and views.

As a show home, Belinda has also 
incorporated higher specced items, like 
the mosaic-look tiles in the en suite, 
and the beautiful fabrics throughout 
the master bedroom.

“In the guest and children’s bedrooms, 
we’ve used more affordable fabrics 
that are still stunning. The idea is to 
showcase different things to suit a 
range of budgets.”

The concrete floors throughout 
the living area have been chosen for 
their durability and value. It’s the first 
time GJ Gardner have used a polished 
concrete floor in one of their show 
homes.

“They are hard-wearing and easy to 
clean,” says Paul Jury of Floorcoat. “Plus 
they are extremely cost-effective.”

Acting as a natural heat sink on 
sunny days, the floors have been 
fitted with an in-slab hydronic 
heating system to add more warmth 
during the winter months.  The Bosch 
condensing boiler which provides the 
heat, also supplies the hot water for 
the household, making it incredibly 
efficient. It’s all tucked away out of 
sight, yet easy to get to, in a hallway 
cupboard.

In fact, the overall design and fit-
out of the house, really takes the 
notoriously fickle Taranaki weather 
into account, so you can plan a 
barbecue, and it doesn’t actually 
matter that much what the weather 
decides to do on the day.

A clever touch is the use of the 
exterior cladding on the bottom part 
of the island in the kitchen. “It just 
accentuates that indoor-outdoor flow,” 
says Belinda, “and helps give some 
contrast to the white of the kitchen.”

A sun tunnel in the scullery is 
another innovation that floods the area 
with light, but not direct sun.  
One has been used in the laundry area 
too, which connects to the carpeted 
double garage.

“People use their garages for more 
than just their vehicles these days,” 
points out Cheryl. “The carpet means it 
is suitable as a games room or  
home gym.

Though the cabinetry in the laundry 
has been selected to match the joinery 
in the kitchen, it has been teamed with 
a laminate bench top, rather than the 
engineered stone in the kitchen. This 
is to demonstrate how various budgets 
can be accommodated in a GJ Gardner 
home, while still achieving a designer 
look.

Similarly, the kitchen cupboards 
feature acrylic-faced Laseredge doors, 
while the scullery boasts glossy white 
chunky shelves, so people can compare 
the effects of both.

37 Eliot Street, New Plymouth
Phone 757 5793

www.creativecurtainstaranaki.co.nz

Quote this advert for 10% 
discount on fabric and wallpaper

Beautifully Made Drapes & Blinds

Stunning Wallpaper

Exclusive Furniture, Rugs, 
Mirrors, Lamps & Cushions

See what we can do on www.floorcoat.co.nz
p. 769 9925  m. 021 465 811

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN!
5 Parakau Rd (at end of Oropuriri Rd) - by appointment only

WE DO AMAZING FLOORS

° POLISHED CONCRETE 

° TIMBER FLOORS ° GYMS
TARANAKI AND NZ WIDE

www.gregbrownmasterpainter.co.nz
06 757 5880
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The kitchen features three ovens - a 
conventional electric oven, steam oven 
and microwave, complete with three 
warming drawers, which have made a 
massive comeback in recent years as 
people realise just how practical they 
are. This sort of cooking and heating 
ability makes the kitchen perfect for 
people who enjoy entertaining.

The interior doors also echo the 
look of the exterior cladding with their 
vertical negative detailing, and painted 
in black. Black internal doors are a 
trend Cheryl noted in her overseas 
travels and as doors get a fair bit of use, 
black is actually a very practical option. 
Same with the light-switch face-plates.

Every little detail has been thought 
out.

Belinda recalls working with the 
tilers on the day before the opening, as 
they decided which colour grouting to 
use. “We just tried a couple of samples 
in this corner, agreed that the lighter 
grout was the way to go, and it was 
done in time for the opening.”

There was a real sense of 
camaraderie on the project, claims 
Belinda. “The landscapers had their 
extended family helping out to get 
everything ready in time. In fact, the 
whole team went the extra mile.”

Belinda Foreman
Interior Designer

“I will create a timeless look for your home, 
tailored to your needs, that you will love.”

P 06 756 6633

M 027 499 1607

No job too little, or too big.

Tel.  757 9411  Mob. 027 441 2671
E. rimuelectrical@xtra.co.nz  www.rimuelectrical.co.nz
55 Rimu Street, New Plymouth

Registered Electrical and Security Contractors

LED Lighting + Security Systems + Home Theatre 
Air Conditioning + TV + Data and Telephone 

Visit the GJ Gardner showhome and 
see how we can help you

SmartStrand® is the revolutionary new 
carpet that has taken the US, the world and 
now New Zealand by storm because of its 
breakthrough fi bre innovation.
This amazing carpet resists staining and fading, plus has 
crush resistance and appearance retention features due to 
its ‘spring-like’ molecular structure. 
It’s a carpet for kicking off your shoes, walking in, and 
rolling, tumbling and playing on.  
SmartStrand®: unbelievably durable, yet soft and beautiful.

RAPLEYS CARPET COURT
47 Molesworth St, New Plymouth  Tel: 06 758 6554
Store hours: Mon-Fri: 8.30am-5pm Sat: 10am-1pm

Email: rapleys@carpetcourt.co.nz

WOULD YOU LIKE SOME 
SUGAA WITH THAT?

 

Trudi Povey is a GJ Gardner client, who 
was so impressed with the company, 
she was keen to work with them on a 
new business concept she had.

The idea to run her own retail store 
from a GJ Gardner show home, was 
first hatched with Cheryl a couple of 
years ago. The show home needed to be 
furnished and both women could see 
the logic in Trudi providing that service 
to clients, while giving Trudi a display 
area for her designer products.

In just a few months, the idea has 
already proved a winning recipe. The 
constant turnover of stock sees people 
visiting it like they would any retail 
store. While admiring the products, 
people also can’t help but appreciate 
the home as well.

White Sugaa doesn’t provide just 
designer furniture - there are baby 
clothes, linen, artwork from local 
artists, vases and candles too. “We are 
your one-stop store!” says Trudi.

With brands like Forma, Kartell, Le 
Forge, General Electric, Icotraders, 
Kandle Co., Little Bambinos, Lilly 
and George, there are plenty of 

items to inspire.
Trudi and Cheryl are also planning 

on using the show home for various  
‘invite-only’ events each month, 
like cooking demonstrations,  and 
corporate work functions.

“Motivational speakers, guest 
chefs, product demonstrations, we’ll 
have all sorts of things going on,” 
promises Trudi.

GJ Gardner and White Sugaa want 
to be a one-stop shop for clients, 
with GJ Gardner designing and 
building the home, while White 
Sugaa can help with the furnishing 
and the final touches needed,” 
explains Trudi.

“We offer a design service that is 
free of charge if buying product from 
White Sugaa. This idea is proving 
to be very popular and we see this 
growing in the future.”

77 Dillon Drive
SHOW HOME HOURS:
Mon to Sat: 1 - 4pm

Sunday: 10am - 4pm
or phone Trudi for an  
appointment on 021 435 231

Proud to be associated 
with GJ Gardner Homes
See us for a great 
selection of tiles.
Showroom open by appointment.
8a Constance St, Waiwhakaiho

PHONE WARREN: 027 449 0369
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TURNING A HOLE 
INTO A HOME
 - The Land Company

Before GJ Gardner could 
build their new show home, 
they needed to find the 
right section.
 

“It was actually pretty hard,” recalls 
Cheryl.

Eventually she found the perfect 
location, and with the collaboration of 
The Land Company, the owners of the 
new sub-division, they decided on a 
site. It was near the sea, handy to New 
Plymouth and in the right price-range, 
but there was one very big problem.  
It was a massive hole.

But holes are what earthmoving 
companies are made for, and the 
team at Graham Harris Ltd were the 
guys who filled it, making the entire 
new sub-division of Evergreen Estate 
a gently sloping landscape with views 
to Bell Block Beach. GJ Gardner’s new 
show home is just one of the new 
homes that have now been constructed 
there.

Even better, it all happened at the 
same time as New Plymouth District 
Council made the extension to the 
Coastal Walkway. The new sub-division 
also made it viable to join up Tirimoana 
Crescent, Glasgow Street and Dillon 
Drive, so Bell Block residents now 
have roads that actually meet, instead 
of coming annoyingly to a dead-end. 
Google Maps haven’t caught up yet, but 
trust us, the roads now connect.

Best of all is that all of these 
improvements have turned a waste 
area into a valuable chunk of real 
estate. The Land Company has been 
well-named. ••

Preferred plasterer for GJ Gardner since 2008.
For a smooth expert fi nish, from people 

who are good to deal with.

Cadwallader Industries Ltd ~ Taranaki Wide
E. info@plasteringplus.co.nz  P. (06) 278 5748  M. 027 481 81 32

7 YEARS & COUNTING

TRISTAN CAVE   
P. 752 0040 M. 027 461 1425 
E. tristan@cavelandscapes.co.nz

“My focus is on delivering your vision, from 
fi rst contact, through the design phase to 
the completed project. Let me take your 
ideas from a dream to a stunning reality.” 

- Tristan Cave BApplSc


